THE CID EL CAMPEADOR                           179

explanation of this difference in style and spirit, and
no one was able to explain it clearly till the learned
Dutch orientalist, Reinhart Dozy, who spent the
greatest part of his life in studying the obscure parts of
the history of Andalusia, proved by comparisons and
decisive indications that this biography of the Cid,
which was annexed to the history of Alphonso X, was
merely a literal translation of a story written by a
Muslim Valencian historian who lived in the days of
the Cid and witnessed his deeds and wars, and that it
relies in many of its records on certain chapters of Ibn
Bassam, author of Kitab az-Zakhira? in which he
incorporated the biographies of Andalusian men of
letters in the fifth century A.H. Ibn Bassam wrote
this book about the year 503 A.H. (1109 A,D.) in
Seville only ten years after the death of the Cid El
Campeador. His report on the Cid is therefore the
oldest. What increases its value is the fact that the
author cites a person who knew the Cid perfectly and
all his qualities and deeds. This narrative is given in
the chapter written by Ibn Bassam about Ibn Tahir,
king of Murcia who was deposed and who, on the
loss of his throne, migrated to Valencia, Ibn Bassam
reproduced a number of reports he wrote about the
events of Valencia, and Ibn Bassam himself goes on to
give the details of these events at great length and
with precision. The importance of this narrative is
evident, because the conquest of Valencia by the Cid
is the most glorious page of his life. The Arabic
record will be dealt with later.

Who was the Cid ? He was a Castillian knight,
Rodrigo or Ray Diaz di Bivar, surnamed the Cid,
which is the corruption of the Arabic word " Al-Sayyid,"
the name by which he was also called by Muslims.
The title Campeador is an old Castillian word meaning